 SHARED AND SENT
Call To Be Attentive
Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had grown up, and went according to his custom* into the synagogue on the sabbath day. He stood up to read and was handed a scroll of the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and found the passage where it was written:
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me
to bring glad tidings to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.” (Luke 4:16-19)
Take a few moments every day to spend some time in quiet prayer. Ponder any significant moments when Christ touched your heart, changed your direction, or helped you to grow. What person or people played a key role in your spiritual life? Reach out to them, share how their words or actions impacted you, and say ‘thank you’.
Pray about the ways God is calling you to enter more closely into His Presence. Who in your life could use your caring heart? Who can you reach out to this week? Is there someone in your midst who needs a dose of joy? Pray about this ‘who’ in your life. Reach out to do something kind for this person.
Pay attention to the way God uses you this week, even in the small, everyday-ness of life. Begin a list of ways that you feel God has used you this week.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
In the Gospel of John, the word send or sent is used nearly 60 times. The majority of uses refer to God the Father as “one who sends” and to Jesus as the “one who is sent.”  It cannot be overemphasized how deeply Jesus’ human identity is found in being sent by the Father. That’s more than a statement of purpose, it is a statement of identity.
Then in the final, climactic sending passage in John’s Gospel, Jesus makes clear that He is not only sent by the Father, but now He is the sender, as He sends us, his disciples: As the Father has sent me, I am sending you. (John 20:21)
Being sent one was a part of Jesus’ human identity and therefore a part of our new identity in Christ. We now are sent ones.  And like Jesus, we are to do the will of the one who sends us.  We are to speak the words of the one who sends us. We are to do the works of the one who sends us. 
Sent in Two Ways
There are two implications here, the first has to do with how we view ourselves as individual believers and the second has to do with how we see ourselves as the church, the people of God.
Sent as Individuals
When Jesus says, “as the Father has sent me, I am sending you” he is challenging the way we view ourselves.
Deliberately and specifically, He is calling us to personally join Him in his mission.
God did not stop choosing human beings as doers of God’s work at the end of the Scripture or even with the saints of generations past. Today, God still calls people to be agents of service and healing throughout the world. 
God also calls each of us as God’s agents in the world today. We don’t have to be big name rock stars, writers, or famous Catholic activists to be used by God. When God chose Moses he was a former slave and ordinary shepherd. The history of Scripture’s hereoes and the saints of the Church were average, ordinary people .
All these people did was respond to the call of God. God provided the way for them to serve Him in the world. That is all God asks of us. To simply respond and follow the way provided.
Jesus is calling us to live our lives as sent ones who are sent out by the Ultimate Sent One who was sent down from heaven into the human race …by the God who sends.
To see ourselves as Christians means to see ourselves as sent ones. There is no such thing as a Christian who is not sent.
Sent as a Community
Secondly, when Jesus says “as the Father has sent me, I am sending you” he is challenging the way we view the church. People today primarily view the church as a place where religion is practiced and faith is nourished. While both are true, the church does NOT exist for itself, but instead it exists for the mission of God.
When we realize God’s nature is sending, and Scripture is the grand narrative of a God who calls and sends, we begin to view the church differently. We begin to understand the nature of the church as itself being a sent people, or as Pope Francis reminds us, “missionary disciples.”
The church gathers together to hear the Word, celebrate the Eucharist, enjoy community and to serve one another, but the difference is we don’t gather for our own sake, we gather for the sake of God’s mission.
In other words, all things we do when we gather together are not an end in themselves. Instead, they are the means by which we equip ourselves for joining Jesus in his mission. They are all designed to help us live a “sent life.”
We often wrongly assume that the primary activity of God is in the church, rather than recognizing that God’s primary activity is in the world, and the church is God’s instrument (sacrament) sent into the world to join him on His mission.
Most people think there is a mission because first there is a church. The truth is there is a church because there is a mission. Therefore, instead of thinking of the church as an entity that simply sends missionaries, we need to view the church as the missionary.	

God does not call the qualified, but God qualifies the called.
